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BUILDING BRIDGES  II:   

Empowering Parents 
This comprehensive parent edu-

cation event will be offered by 

Guilford County Schools Excep-

tional Children & Psychological 

Services, in partnership with Title I 

Services, on Saturday, 

September 26th from 8:00 a.m.-

4:00 p.m. at Kernodle Middle 

School. An agency fair and a 

broad array of breakout sessions 

on many topics related to spe-

cial education will be offered. 

Registration Deadline is Septem-

ber 11.  Lunch provided for pre-

registered  participants. 

     For more information, con-

tact Stephanie Antkowiak at 

370-2319 or ant-

kows@gcsnc.com. 
 

 

 

 

 

Submissions for EC Voice 
If you would like to submit 

information to the EC Voice 

please contact Teresa Dodson: 

 
 (336) 996-3714 
  teresa.dodson@rocketmail.com 
       

All submissions are due by 

the15th of the month before 

printing. The EC Voice is distrib-

uted in September, October, 

November, January, February, 

March, April and May. 

GRAPEVINE          I would like to extend a warm welcome or wel-

come back to all of our parents of exceptional chil-

dren. Our staff has been busy all summer with our ex-

tended school year program, year round schools, and 

planning for 2009-2010. 

        With Superintendent Green's Strategic Plan in 

place, we are aligning our staff and services to the five 

regions. Our goal is to respond as quickly as possible to 

any concerns you may have about your child's special 

education, and provide services as effectively and effi-

ciently as possible. Contact numbers for the excep-

tional children program administrators assigned to 

schools and our EC central office staff can be located 

on the district website, or can be obtained from an EC 

staff member at your child's school. 

        We continue to work with our regular education 

partners in the universal screening of all K-2 students 

to identify reading difficulties. Training for the last 

phase of our elementary schools will begin shortly 

and should be finished by second semester.  The 

Intervention/Prevention model will identify struggling 

readers and provide research-based interventions as 

early as possible to prevent academic failure. 

       The EC Department is working with the Title I Office 

to jointly sponsor a parent institute on  September 

26th.  The focus of "Building Bridges  II" will be to  

 empower  parents to be involved in their child's edu-

cation, learn about the many community resources that 

are available in our area, encourage and motivate parents 

to take an active role in their student's education, and to 

develop partnerships with teachers, administrators and 

community agencies to ensure their child's educational, 

emotional and social success. 

      Members of the Guilford County Schools Exceptional 

Children Parent Advisory Council (ECPAC) and the District 

Title I Parent Advisory Council (DPAC), with the Exceptional 

Children's Assistance Center (ECAC) and the North Carolina 

Parent Information Center (NC PIRC) are collaborating with 

the GCS Title I and EC Departments to plan the event.  

       Please mark your calendars now and register as soon as 

possible for the event. Many volunteer opportunities still 

remain available. Please contact our EC Parent Liaison, 

Stephanie Antkowiak at 370-2319 or  ant-

kows@gcsnc.com for more information. 

      As always, if at any point in the school year you have 

questions or need assistance, I encourage you to contact 

your teachers or central office staff. I hope that all of our 

students and families have an outstanding and productive 

school year! 

      Betty Anne Chandler, Executive Director Exceptional 

Children and Psychological Services Guilford County Schools. 

See reverse side for 

UPCOMING EVENTS, 

and more! 

 Open Forum with Mo Green Questions and Answers 
Due to space constraints, this is part 1 in a series of questions and concerns from the Spring Town Hall 

Meeting with Superintendent Mo Green. 

1. Additional training for all principals in Exceptional Children matters     We are planning training 
for principals (by regions) to begin in the fall. We are tentatively looking at a 2 day or two ½  days of 
professional development for CEU credit focusing on key EC issues. The training will be planned 
with input from the Regional Superintendents to ensure that it is relevant for the specific needs of 
the region. Training will also be held at the Principals' Summer Leadership Institute and will include a 
session with a general overview of "Dos and Don'ts for Students with Disabilities" for administra-
tors. 

2.    Limitations on self contained students going on certain field trips (e.g., class field trips) 
        We have a comprehensive plan that involves collaboration between administration, field trip 
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upcoming events 

Open Forum with Mo Green Questions and Answers   cont. 
coordinators, classroom teachers and EC teachers at the beginning of next school year. This plan is designed to increase awareness 
of EC children and their abilities as well as help to insure that all students in each school are afforded equal opportunity to be in-
cluded in the school field trips. 
 

3.  Sufficient mentors, particularly in middle school        We are checking with the middle school IIOs and curriculum personnel to 
investigate what this parent was referring to. This is a regular education initiative. At this time, it appears as though Kernodle 
Middle is the only school that offers this type of mentor opportunity for students. If this tutoring is expanded to all middle 
schools, we need to be sure that EC students have equal access to the support that is provided to the general education popula-
tion. 
 

4.  Plans for the autism classrooms      The plans for the autism classroom wings are still in the very early stages of discussion with 
the facilities department. We are at least 6 months away from making accurate projections for the students that will attend the 
first wing to open, now slated to be in the southeast area. Program Administrator for Autism, Robin Drake, has attended all 
planning sessions to date and will continue to offer input for design efficiency and functionality. Specific programming issues 
such as ages to be served, inclusion opportunities, and security concerns will be addressed with staff and parents when the stu-
dents are identified. 
 

5.  Plans for strengthening transitions of EC students K-12       The school support Program Administrators are conducting transition 
sessions between feeder schools (PK-K, Elem-Middle, and Middle-High). Our department is also requiring transition plan training to 
familiarize high school teachers with the new OSEP (Office of Special Education Programs) requirements for tracking post-
secondary outcomes of students with disabilities. In response to the parent requests for transition planning, a session was held 
Monday, May 18th. Information was provided to all secondary teachers to inform parents of the training. Transition sessions for 
parents as well as teachers are also scheduled for the Building Bridges II Parent Institute on September 26th. 

 

 

 

 

NEW DIGS FOR DADS’ GROUP! 
Our support group for fathers of chil-

dren with special needs has been 

granted access to the private loft at 

Natty Greene’s Brew Pub for its Fall 

meetings! Please note that the meeting 

date will be changing to the THIRD 

MONDAY of the month at 7:00 p.m. 
September 21st & October 19th 

Natty’s is located at 345 S. Elm Street in 

downtown Greensboro. A full menu is 

offered in the loft if you care to have 

dinner during the meeting. Check in 

with the hostess for directions upstairs to 

the loft. For more information or to be 

added to the mailing list, please con-

tact Brooke at 334-5601 Ext. 217 or 

brooke@fsncc.org. 

 Your EC Contacts 
Erika Kuepferle – EC Training 
(336) 638-2107 

angelsx2@triad.rr.com 

Teresa Dodson – Communications 
(336) 996-3714 

teresa.dodson@rocketmail.com 

Debra Overby- EC Advocay 
(336) 643-0806 

debraoverby@gmail.com 

ECAC SEEKS PARENTS TO 

BECOME IEP PARTNERS 
The Exceptional Children’s Assis-

tanceCenter trains and supports 

volunteers to help parents and fami-

lies prepare for IEP meetings, and to 

attend meetings with parents when 

possible. An important way to help 

families new to special education 

and the IEP process! If you can help, 

please contact Dawn Moore at 
1-800-962-6817, Ext 25. 

ADD/ADHD PARENT SUPPORT 

GROUP 
Meets on the 4th Tuesday of every other 

month at Trinity Church, 5200 W. Friendly 

Ave., GSO, 6:30-8:30 pm. 
* September 22nd: Co-morbid conditions 

associated withAD/HD-Dr. Susan Farrell.  

To be added to the mailing list, call 

334-5601 Ext. 217 or brooke@fsncc.org 

SENSORY PROCESSING 

DISORDERS 
In response to our successful Spring kick

-off event, FSNCC and a team of par-

ent coordinators are developing an 

ongoing support group for families of 

children with sensory processing disor-

ders. We need your help! If you can 

assist with meetings every other month, 

or if you have suggestions for topics or 

speakers, please contact Brooke at 

334-5601 or brooke@fsncc.org. Our 

first meeting will be September 22nd 
from 6:30-8:30pm at Women’s Hospital 

in Classroom 2.  Occupational Therapist 

Donna Perfetti will present "How Does 

Your Engine Run?"  

MOMS’ GROUP 
Our informal support group for 

mothers of children with special 

needs welcomes new 

members. First Thursday of 

each month, 7:00 pm (6:30 if 

we are having a meal together). 

Next meetings: 
September 3rd 

October 1st 

For a complete calendar of meet-

ings for 2009-’10, or to be added to 
the mailing list, call 334-5601 Ext. 

217 or e-mail brooke@fsncc.org. 

SIBSHOPS 
We are gearing up for another great year of 
Sibshops, ourprogram for brothers and sisters 
of children with special needs. There will also 
be an increase in the registration fee to $10 per 
session. Limited scholarships 
will be available to qualifying families. This 
year’s Sibshops sessions are scheduled for the 
dates below: 
September 11th             October 9th 
November 13th             January 8th 
February 12th                March 26th 
All sessions will be held at St. Paul the Apostle 
Catholic Church, 2715 Horse Pen Creek Rd. in 
Greensboro, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Dinner and a 
snack are provided. For the latest 
information & registration materials, call us at 
832-6507 or visit www.fsncc.org/Sibshops. 
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